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HOW WELL DO Toc H members know Shakespeare? A good ques- 
lion in the quater-centenary of the Bard, but the Toc H Compass 
of South Africa thought up an even better question: How well 


does Shakespeare know Toc H? A competition 
- invited their members to prove that he was 

and Toc H goi without some understanding of our 
Movement and quoted as examples:—"How far that little 
candle throws its beams! So shines a good deed in a naughty 
world." Merchant of Venice. "It is to be all made of faith and 
service." As You Like li. Their competition has now closed, but 
there is no reason why members over here should not try their 
hand at the game. The Editor will be glad to have contributions. 


Shakespeare 


THOSE OF US who are older may admit to great temptation to go 
off the deep end about Clacton goings-on, Beatlemania, *ton-up* 
irresponsibility and suchlike excesses amongst some young folk. 
Who are Nigel Walker’s eleventh Charles Russell 
4 , Memorial Lecture on "Adolescent Mal- 
Maladjusted? adjustment” might give us good reason to 
ponder before we give tongue. The proportion of crime amongst 
adolescents up to age seventeen has not gone up since before the 
war. It is in the 17-30 range where there has been an increase. We 
are living in a rapidly changing society (the adults are responsible 
for this, not the youngsters) and it appears that the youngsters 
are more adaptable 10 changing with the times than adults, 
which breeds resentment among the older people. A survey 
showed that adults were twice as resentful towards adolescents 
as adolescents were towards adults. “What shocks us then is 
the very adaptability of the young". (Adolescent Maladjustment, 
the Trustees, 17 Bedford Square, London, W.C.l., Is. 6d.). 
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THE LIST of schools projects is longer than ever this year. which is 
a good sign of their growing popularity. During the summer 
holidays boys of !6 and over will have a variety of projects to 


Schools choose from. Truly rural work of nature 
Proi conservation at Bovey Tracey in Devon vies 
rojects with down-town activities and general re- 


decoration work in the centre of Birmingham or in Notting Hill, 
London. Redecoration in two Cheshire Homes in Leicestershire 
and Yorkshire also sounds attractive, despite such intimations 
as "sleep on floor of local school", and "accommodation in 
old stables". Names are already beginning to come in, but the 
Schools Secretaries will be glad to have more. 


NEWS OF JUBILEE PLANS is coming in at increasing tempo; there 

can be no doubt that 1963 will be a memorable ycar. Many 

Area services, rallies and festival evenings are now fixed. Other 

Jubilee plans show considerable ingenuity and initia- 

tive. Jubilee Organisers and others who can 

Momentum attend the Jubilee Conference week-end at 

Dor Knap on September 18-20 will learn much to their advantage. 

They will also have the opportunity to peddle their own pet 
projects. Names soon please, to the Jubilee Secretary. 


FRIEND ERNIE, whose pronouncements are now a regular feature 

of the JOURNAL, scems to be getting quite famous. He has been 

quoted from the pulpit and a certain association even asked if it 

About could borrow him. Should you wish to know 

5 more about him, he is an ubiquitous character, 

Ernie aged somewhere between twenty and seventy, 

is something between short and tall and on occasion bears a 

remarkable resemblance to you . . . and me. Does this help you 
to recognise him? 


UP TO NOW the Winant Volunteers and the Clayton Volunteers 
have been organised separately. In order to meet the rapidly 
growing demand from young people on both sides of the Atlantic 
ה‎ amil for this type of personal experience, it has 
been decided to amalgamate the two schemes 
Claytons — to form the one Winant and Clayton Volun- 
teers Association so that they can be put on a firmer footing 
both financially and administratively. This summer will see 
Winant Volunteers, drawn from all over the U.S.A.. working in 
London, Bristol, Manchester, Liverpool and, for the first time. 
Birmingham. Clayton Volunteers, from all parts of Britain, will 
be found helping American social workers on the East Side of 
New York, in Washington, Boston and Philadelphia. 
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In the Fray 


ALEC DICKSON, M.B.E. 
Hon. Director, Community Service Volunteers 


5 OULD iT NOT be possible to set up in Britain, as a 

W counterpart of Voluntary Service Overseas, a col- 
lective organisation which would give young people a chance 
to apply their energies?" asked Mr. Edelman in the Commons 
Debate at the end of April on the aftermath of Clacton. An 
organisation of volunteers, replied Mr. Henry Brooke, was 
developing a community service, and he was in touch with 
it: he hoped it would be developed. 


A little room on the top floor of 15 Trinity Square, E.C.3., 
contains the office of Community Service Volunteers, the 
organisation to which the Home Secretary somewhat 
obliquely referred, and there, enveloped on all sides by Toc H, 
an effort is being made to involve young people in the needs 
of others. 


Because a start has to be made somewhere, it is with 
those in the seventeen to nineteen age-group that this 
endeavour 15 primarily concerned for the time being. This 
is, in television parlance, the natural break for many young 
people in Britain, the watershed between boyhood and the 
adult world. 


First, there are those who, having secured the coveted 
G.C.E. results or the place at university, teacher-training 
college or institute of technology, do not require to remain 
the extra term or so at school—and have it in their power to 
give from four to eight months of service. At present most 
of them stay on, or go to the Continent, or take any sort 
of paid work with the egregious argument that 'earning 
is also learning’. Surely, as the one country in Europe, on 
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either side of the Iron Curtain, that makes no demands of 
National Service on its youth, we should be able to turn 
to social purpose this source of robust and intelligent young 
manpower? 


Then there are Police Cadets and industrial apprentices, 
specially released by their employers in the conviction that 
exposure to situations of human need will deepen their 
sense of social awareness: as one of the ten Chief Constables 
concerned has put it, “We are looking for the social equiva- 
lent of Outward Bound". 


A Volunteer helping an elderly patient 


What are these young people doing? Some are serving in 
General Hospitals, in Cheshire Homes and in Mental 
Hospitals as nursing auxiliaries. There they learn quickly 
enough that Florence Nightingale's real symbol of office 
is not a lamp but a bedpan. It was a percipient Matron who, 
when asked by a sceptical administrator whether she was 
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prepared to have young people serving in her wards, 
replied: “The sound of a dropped tray followed by a boy’s 
laughter might do some of our patients more good than 
all the rubber-tyred wheels on linoleum floors”. And one 
thinks of the eighteen-year-old called over to his bed by a 
patient whom he had nursed through a long illness, to be 
introduced to his wife with the words: “This is Chris; he’s 


the one who really cares". 


Many have been serving in Remand Homes, Approved 
Schools and in Borstals. One thinks of the contribution 
made in this connection by Clydeside apprentice-volunteers 
—so close in age and background to many of the boys in 
these institutions—and of the tribute paid to one of them by 
a Headmaster: "Kenneth came as a welder-apprentice, 
but it’s a job of social welding he's achieved here". And one 
thinks, more poignantly, of another volunteer meeting his 
death by drowning some eight weeks ago at a Senior 
Approved School off the coast of Northumberland, and of 
the letters sent to his mother subsequently by the lads for 
whom he had cared and whose armour of sophistication 
he had pierced: “If there's heaven, we know that Charlie 
will be waiting for us to rejoin him". 


Some are serving in homes and schools for severely 
handicapped children. It is, of course, not the formal teach- 
ing or nursing that counts in these circumstances, but rather 
the game of chess in the dormitory of an evening, when 
the young volunteer knows that the boy beside whose bed 
he is sitting, a muscular dystrophy case perhaps, may never 
reach his own age: "I am constantly humbled when I see 
their courage". 


Others have been playing a part in community settlements 
in Liverpool, Birmingham and the East End. Here one should 
mention particularly one of the contributions being made 
by girl volunteers. Areas like Smethwick and Southall pose 
especial problems, with the children of Asian immigrants 
—unlike the West Indians, not possessing English as their 
mother-tongue and talking in their homes Urdu, Gujerati 
or Punjabi—arriving in the Primary Schools unable to cope 
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with the language problem. Girl volunteers are taking a 
special interest in these children, not only in their schools 
but in their homes. “After all”, remarked a Chief Education 
Officer, when attention was drawn to the youthfulness and 
inexperience of these volunteers, “Joan of Arc achieved 
quite a lot before she was burnt at the stake at nineteen!” 


But it would be a grave mistake to present the role of 
these young people in an heroic or sentimental light. 
Many of them find themselves engaged in tasks precisely 
because so few are willing to undertake them on account 
of their dirtiness or low pay. One does not apologise to 
volunteers on this score. As an industrial apprentice, 
serving in a hospital, remarked: “It’s not blood we fear, but 
boredom”. One's constant concern, then, is to ensure that 
the work assigned to volunteers, however humble or 
distasteful, is real work, genuinely necessary. On the whole 
they can stand anything, experience has shown, save the 
discovery that they are not really wanted. 


Where Toc H Comes In 


It is here that Toc H members could be of real assistance. 
Contrary to what our adult community might suppose, the 
problem is not to persuade young people to offer their service. 
It is, rather, to induce sceptical Hospital Boards, reluctant 
School Management Committees, cautious old-established 
voluntary agencies, bureaucratic statutory bodies, suspicious 
professional workers, to agree to involve young volunteers 
in their work. It is a job of adult conversion, more than of 
appealing to teenagers. 


Contacts made by Toc H members with authorities 
able or willing to accept our young people would be greatly 
appreciated. Some may be able to render even greater help 
by discerning, in some contemporary social problem or 
situation of stress that is not being adequately tackled by 
any existing machinery, a part that could be played by 
young volunteers, and thereby affording a chance to launch 
some challenging new experiment. Thus the Secretary of 
one Council of Social Service (in Shropshire) is using these 
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long-term, full-time volunteers to open up opportunities 
of service for locally-based, leisure-time young volunteers 
in their immediate neighbourhood: in this way one intelligent 
volunteer on a special assignment of some months' duration 
may be the means for involving some scores of local young- 
sters in small local projects of community action. What is 
needed is the ‘seeing eye’, able to detect such possibilities. 
This may mean Jobmasters taking a new look at problems 
and opportunities in their areas. 


Toc H Marks could also help by accommodating these 
long-term volunteers who find themselves attached to 
projects other than in residential institutions—at specially 
reduced rates, it would be hoped! Toc H members, whether 
as fathers of teenagers or as educationalists or industrialists 
concerned with the training of the young, can of course 
stimulate a flow of volunteers for this work. We have to 
make Britain a country where the young feel needed—not 
on the fringe, but in the fray. 


Enquiries will be welcomed by Community Service 
Volunteers, 15 Trinity Square, E.C.3. 


Ernie says: 


Why bring the Jubilee 
up now? 
It isn't until 1965. 
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MULIUM 
IN PARVO 


X LES WHEATLEY, Area Secre- 
tary, Northern Area since 
1962, has taken up his duties 
at Headquarters on appoint- 
ment as Assistant General 
Secretary. 


7* HELEN BENBow. As reported 
in greater detail elsewhere in 
this issue, Helen Benbow, 
Assistant to the General Secre- 
tary since 1950, retired from 
full-time Toc H work in June. 


X ALEC CHURCHER has now 
taken up his new appointment 
in South Africa following his 
retirement from the Staff. He 
will welcome letters (marked 
‘Personal’) addressed c/o P.O. 
Box 1655, Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 


X “EXTENSION”. This new 
booklet is now available 
(Is. 6g.) from Headquarters. 
In addition to giving details of 
proved extension techniques, 
it also contains much informa- 
tion which will be useful to 
those prepared to translate 
it into action. 


X PADRE JoHN Jones will not 
now be moving to Southamp- 
ton, but will remain based in 
North Wales and also have 
specific responsibilities with 
the Northern Regional Team. 


X NoEL BAKER, a member of {| 
the Central General Branch, 
joined the Staff on June I and 
is at present undergoing train- 
ing, based in London. 


7*JuBiLEE, 1965. Have you 
told the Jubilee Secretary at 
Headquarters about your local 
plans? We would like them to 
appear in the List of Events 
to be published shortly. 


X THE WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 
will be started at 9 p.m. on 
December |[ and a Vigil 
maintained in Bristol. It will 
be observed in turn westward 
of there at the same hour by 
local time as far as the Pacific. 
Thence in turn, westward from 
New Zealand to Bristol, the 
Chain will be completed by 
9 p.m. by local time on 
December 12. 
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Father Bhengu's Vision 
DON McKENZIE 


Founder of Botha's Hill T.B. Settlement 


T IS INTERESTING to turn over the pages of a Hospital 
X Register slowly. One wanders down the corridors of 
memory to recall these names; some colourful, some colour- 
less; others imbued with a desire to begin life again. 


There was Reuben Sithole, Johannes Kanyils (who is now 
Johannes Gumede because he was adopted); and 
Nsizwathini (which means “Young man, what do you say"). 
There are so many people who have come and gone. When 
they came to the Settlement their names were entered in 
this Register and they were allocated a number, but they 
were not regarded as numbers in a Register because they 
were people. They were a people stricken with tuberculosis, 
which injured their lungs or paralysed their limbs. 


There are many pages in this Register, now numbering 
nearly three thousand souls. They came for a while and 
whilst on the Settlement contributed something of their 
philosophy, their merriment and humour, their courage in 
the face of adversity. Many patients learned that it was 
possible to gather together the broken pieces of their lives; 
many learned to know that from the debris of wrecked 
homes the light of hope could be lit again. 


Some of these names recalled that first Christmas Day 
spent with patients in 1952. There was the old Zulu Priest 
who spent the day with us and saw in this work which Toc H 
had undertaken something of the vision of old men who 
dream dreams. "From this day", he said, "this place shall 
be called Etembeni, which is a place of hope for my people.” 
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What hope? What was the vision of hope which old 
Father Bhengu saw? It was the fulfilment of the real 
purpose for which the Settlement was founded at Botha's 
Hill in the Valley of a Thousand Hills in South Africa. It 
has taken years of hard work, of experiences both fruitful 
and frustrating, to learn that tuberculosis is a social disease 
because its causes lie deep in the life of a community. Our 
concern is not only with a specific disease but with the whole 
man, touching his social, economic, educational and 
nutritional customs. It has taken many years to realise the 
folly of imposing the methods of modern and industrial 
society upon a people as yet unable to understand the true 
cause and nature of tuberculosis and to understand that 
there must be a long road back to true rehabilitation. 


'The seene when a new ward was opened in 1956. 


An African mother enters the gates of the Settlement with 
her child who has tuberculosis and who is emaciated because 
of serious malnutrition. The mother is anxious and the child 
is listless. A treatment prescribed by the Medical Officer is 
administered, nutritious feeding is provided, and the child 
responds to the care, the love and the security of his sur- 
roundings amidst laughing, happy children. The day will 
come when the child can be discharged ... to what? 
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If nothing has been done to bring some enlightenment to 
the mother or to other patients, this child and Others too 
will retrogress and the cycle will begin again. Frustrating? 
The months of work, the medicines, the drugs, the long 
journeys for X-ray examinations, all these things will be of 
no avail because we will have to begin again. Even as 
alarming, what of the breadwinner of a family cut off from 
earning capacity and the consequent gradual destruction of 


a whole family? 


We are concerned with more than the treatment of 
tuberculosis and the aftermath of poverty. The Settlement 
is a place of treatment; it is a village where confidence in 
one another is built up through goodwill, kindness and 
friendship, but the greater task which lies ahead must be 
carried out beyond the borders of the Settlement, to the 
distant hills and valleys, or to the cities where discharged 
patients live. The work of winning co-operation, begun 
here at Botha’s Hill, must be carried to the homes of men 
and women. It is there that we must encourage discharged 
patients to love and care for the soil so that they may be 
able to produce nutritious food; it is there that we learn of 
specific difficulties which we may be able to help them solve. 
It is out there that the main emphasis of tuberculosis 
control lies. 


Home Visitors, good Christian women, set out on what- 
ever transport is available and, more often, on foot to the 
homes of those who were treated here; messages are 
exchanged, friendships renewed, suspicions and fears over- 
come. The African Agricultural Demonstrator will intro- 
duce (if it is desired) new gardening methods. This is an 
After-Care Service of a most valuable nature because it has 
permanent value. It teaches the African to help himself. 


What will all this lead to? It will lead to the fulfilment of {J 
a principle—that of securing the active participation in a 
rehabilitation programme of a realistic nature. 


The arrival of the ambulance with patients, of a mother 
with her child, these things in the future will mean the 
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beginning of opportunity and the expectation of fulfilment 
of a purposeful and a planned programme. This was the 
vision of old Father Bhengu. This was the real meaning of 
Etembeni when he spoke those words long ago. “A place 
of hope for my people." 


Maisie 


The moon, that men of science try to reach, 

By costly tests they manage to afford, 

Now shines on holiday resort and beach, 

While Maisie's doomed with cancer in a ward 

In London; was it only days ago 

Her laughing face, like full moon, beamed at me 
Across our desks? She never more will know, 


In flesh, the beauty of the moonlit sea. 


Maisie, when strong, helped lame dogs over stiles, 
And still she jumps life's five-bar gates herself, 

And no doubt, at this moment, jokes and smiles 

With frightened eyes—a sweet, broad-humoured elf 
Who's young in middle age; her lucid mind 

And pure heart fighting death with might and main; 
Until the next syringe, with languor kind, 
Soft-pedals a fortissimo of pain. 


So, acting proxy for my friend tonight, 

I walk the seafront, pillared gold and red, 
And watch the floodlit castle and the bright 
Peninsula of pier; and, overhead, 

The chubby moon pours liberal silver down 
Upon the waves; dear Lord of love and mirth, 
Take merry Maisie, soon, to be your clown 

In heaven, as she is upon the earth. 


DonorHv FLANN 
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Return of Service 1964 


ALEC CHURCHER 


Once every four years Branch Jobmasters are asked to return their 
list of Branch ‘jobs’. Here is an analysis of the returns, for study at 
all levels. 


H AS A movement has many virtues, but efficiency in‏ ססר 

dealing with its business and correspondence does not 
seem to be one of them. While this may be one of the defects 
of its qualities, do not let us make a merit out of it. Other 
societies, relying equally upon the voluntary part-time help 
of busy people, seem to manage better. 


A great many people at Branch and Area level put in a 
very great deal of work in compiling and analysing the 1964 
Returns of Service, but far too many Branches either 
decided not to co-operate or sent in Returns too late for 
inclusion in the final summary which had to be ready for 
the Central Council Meeting in April. A one hundred per 
cent complete Return was received from only one Area and 
one Division. The figures and comments that follow are 
based on the Returns made by twenty Areas which were 
received in reasonable time. 


From these it is possible to get a reasonably accurate 
picture of general trends and it is clear that these trends 
have not changed greatly since the last Return of Service in 
1960. By far the largest number of members is engaged in 
work of one kind or another with old people; in fact the 
proportion of this has slightly increased. In every Area 
except South Wales it heads the list. (In South Wales work 
with churches and chapels takes pride of place.) 


One encouraging feature is a slight increase in the per- 
centage of work done with young people, although its place 
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in the list remains as in 1960. Comparative figures in per- 
centages are as follows: 


1964 1960 
Old People .. 29 26 
Handicapped כ‎ 18 
Church and Chapel 18 15 
Sick.. T . 14 14 
Young = 1 9 
Local Government 2 4 
Industrial Relations 2 3 
Delinquents 1 2 
Others st TT 9 

100 100 


More than half the jobs listed involve non-members. (For 
every thirteen members nine non-members are involved.) 
About forty per cent are done in co-operation with other 
bodies. 


Involving Others 


A high proportion of the corporate jobs have been going 
on a very long time—sometimes for twenty to thirty years. 
If the need remains unchanged this is a fine thing, for in 
these days continuity and perseverance are qualities often 
sadly lacking. None the less it is possible that in some cases 
the job by now should have been passed on to other folk. 
The function of Toc H is not merely to do jobs itself but to 
involve more and more people in the community in service 
of some kind and there is sometimes a danger that we may 
wish to make a sort of corner in our good works. It is not 
for someone remote from the local situation to pass judg- 
ment, but certainly Branches ought constantly to look at 
this. On the other hand, there are some excellent instances 
of jobs which have been passed on to others. For example, 
one Branch has passed over its hospital library job to local 
Grammar School boys, while another Branch has handed 
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over full responsibility for the visiting of blind children in 
the neighbourhood to two local youth clubs. More of this 
kind of thing is surely to be encouraged for our job is, as 
always, to 'spread the load". 

It is encouraging that a good deal of new work is being 
undertaken for mentally handicapped folk; the somewhat 
changed approach to the treatment of such people certainly 
demands far greater co-operation from tbe general public 
than ever before. It is disappointing that there seems to be 
a slight falling off in the amount of work done for delin- 
quents in spite of some experiments that had been initiated 
in this field. This is a difficult one and it looks as though 
Toc H as a whole, like the rest of the community, tends to 
dodge it. A small minority of members has for years done 
excellent work in prison visiting, after-care, etc. but there is 
need for a tremendous increase in the emphasis given to the 
importance of this work if Toc H is really to play its part in 
a much-neglected field. 


Reason for Pride 


Reading the Returns it is difficult not to feel some pride 
and thankfulness for Toc H, for the large tally of fine 
unselfish work carried on over the years by members 
individually and by Branches corporately. If anyone has any 
doubts about the value of Toc H his faith will be restored 
by such reading. In a world where the professional social 
worker is becoming more and more a highly-trained expert, 
and where the techniques of social welfare are more and 
more highly developed, the contribution of ordinary people 
to create behind them a climate of caring is of tremendous 
importance. 


Without it all these techniques will prove ultimately 
sterile. Here indeed is the real contribution of Toc H to the 
social scene. Yet if the immense amount of goodwill and 
willingness to serve, both within Toc H and beyond, is to be 
used to the maximum effect, it is clear that we need to take 
honest stock from time to time of the work we try to do and 
of the ways in which we try to do it. This is the true purpose 
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of the Returns of Service which Branches are asked to make 
every four years. The genera! survey made here is perhaps 
of some value but far more important is that there should 
be a much more intense and localised consideration of the 
Returns at Area or District leve]. 


While the social scene is continually changing the pattern 
of Toc H service seems to remain surprisingly constant. 
This is perhaps because fundamentally human needs remain 
much the same. In the midst of a highly developed Welfare 
State unwanted and frightened children still cry in the night. 
Love turns sour in ideal homes, and old people, in model 
dwellings, still find it hard to face up to the gradual diminu- 
tion of their powers and faculties and to the loneliness 
which comes with the passing of friends and contemporaries. 


The Welfare Services 


We should be thankful for all the apparatus of welfare 
which has so immeasurably improved the physical and 
material well-being of so many people. We should make it 
our business to know how and when to invoke the aid of the 
trained social workers now magnificently in operation in 
almost every field. We should not try and do their skilled 
work for them but seek in partnership with them to help to 
supply those ingredients of human happiness which Welfare 
alone can never supply—the sense of belonging, of being 
wanted, of personal caring. One of the difficulties that the 
experts face, however devoted, is that there is never enough 
time for them to be friendly and kind. The pressure of a 
too-heavy case-load frustrates his best endeavours. However 
much leisure the coming of automation may give us in the 
future there will never be enough time for love and com- 
passion to express themselves in action. The prime need for 
all Toc H Jobmasters, and indeed for all Toc H members, 
is to have time for people and to cultivate a sensitivity to 
their deeper needs. As has been said often before, it is 
possible to serve without caring but you cannot care 
without serving. 
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Toe 11 and the Award 
Scheme 


BRIGADIER SIR JOHN HUNT, C.B.E., D.S.O. 


7ROM THE very earliest days of the Duke of Edinburgh's‏ ד 
Y Award Scheme Toc H has shown considerable interest in‏ 
its work, particularly in the application of the Scheme to‏ 
*unattached' boys and girls. The Annual Report for 1963‏ 
shows that there were rather fewer entrants in this category‏ 
than in the previous year and though there are in fact some‏ 
organisational reasons for this lower figure, the fact remains‏ 
that the number of young people who could be attracted‏ 
to the Scheme is restricted by the lack of sufficient adults‏ 
who are willing to help. It is also the case that by far the‏ 
greatest number of entrants still come through schools of‏ 
one kind or another and through youth organisations,‏ 
rather than from the ranks of those aimless, apathetic, or‏ 
anti-social young people, outside any formal leisure organisa-‏ 
tions, for whom the Scheme was primarily intended.‏ 


Toc H, officially an ‘Assisting Organisation’ to the 
Scheme, could perhaps help us still more with these two 
problems; in particular that of adults' help. 


If a Branch of Toc H is ready and willing to assist, the 
first step is to make this willingness known to the local 
Operating Authority through the local Youth Officer. 
Here are two special ways in which help would often be 
welcome: 


1. Adults with some expert knowledge and with time to 
coach and test individual boys in particular pursuits 
and projects are often required. (These pursuits and 
projects are too numerous to list here, but cover a very 
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wide range of arts, crafts, science, natural history, and 
technical skills. Details are to be found in the Guide 
to the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme for Boys, 
obtainable from the Award Office, 2 Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1.) 


2. Adults can help to interest individual boys, particularly 
boys not in youth organisations and possibly unwilling 
to join one, in trying out the Scheme. Members may 
come across such boys in their places of work, factories, 
shops, offices, etc. Toc H can act as a link between 
individual boys and the Operating Authority. (Leaflets 
suitable for giving to boys can also be obtained from 
the Award Office.) 


The General Secretary at Toc H Headquarters is in 
touch with the Headquarters of the Scheme and he will be 
pleased to supply any further information needed. 


A Working Week-end 


A New Pattern of Poperinge Visits? 
KENNETH PRIDEAUX-BRUNE 


4 T WHITSUN à party of young people went to Poperinge, 

not to make a Pilgrimage or to spend a few days in 

quiet meditation either of which would have been out of 
character, but to work. 


They spent a day at ‘de Lovie’, a home for mentally- 
handicapped children about three miles out of Poperinge. 
They dug the garden, cleaned windows and scrubbed 
floors. No special exciting project; just the humdrum, 
domestic chores that have to be done. And all the more 
worthwhile for that. 


We received a most cordial welcome and an excellent 
lunch from the Roman Catholic Brothers who run the 
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Some of the digging party. 


home. In the evening three of the Brothers, including the 
Brother Director, came to Talbot House—of which they had 
never previously heard. They had little English, but Miss 
Cornette, who had made all the necessary arrangements on 
our behalf, told them the story of the House. They spent 
some considerable time in the Upper Room, and all in all 
we feel that a valuable new contact has been made. 


The party, which ranged in age from seventeen to thirty- 
seven, and was under the leadership of the Rev. Michael 
Rowdon of All Hallows, included Toc H members and 
members of the Women’s Association, Marksmen and 
members of the London Mobile Action group. We made a 
short tour of the Salient, spent an evening in Ypres, 
and made several friends among the young people of 
Poperinge. 


A working week-end is considered normal at Dor Knap. 
May it not also become part of the pattern of Poperinge 
visits? It certainly seemed natural to us. 


One final word. All who participated in the week-end 
would resent any suggestion that we were, in any sense, 
*do-gooders'. We were simply having fun. 
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On Ceremony 
III — An Historical Interlude 


JOHN CALLF 


TN THE Toc H JounNAL for June 1922 Barclay Baron wrote 
1 an article of tremendous consequence. Entitled “A Few 
Words on Lamps”, it is worth re-reading in full if you are 
fortunate enough to be able to lay hands on a copy. In 
case not, here are some extracts: 


“If Toc H must have a sign, what shali it be? Let us be 
bold and hazard a suggestion. A Lamp. “. . . The lamp 
that was lit ‘like a torch in flame’ out yonder by our own 
best comrades who, 


“Falling, flung to those behind— 
* *Play up, play up, and play the game’ "— 


the lamp that has to be trimmed and kept ready al! the time 
(^your loins girded and your lamps burning"), the service- 
able light which Toc H is bidden not to hide under a bushel 
(“Let your light so shine before men") . . . There would be 
the Lamp-Badge of membership—something simple, neat, 
original—which members could wear at work, and there 
would be the larger Lamp, actually to be filled and lit, 
which would be granted to each properly constituted 
Branch of Toc H, its very charter of existence, standing 
upon the table before the Chairman (or will he be the 
‘Lamplighter’?) at every Branch supper. Our ceremonies 
must be very simple, but full of meaning. When a new 
member is admitted to the Branch shall he be asked, for 
instance, to light the lamp at his first Branch meeting? And 
the Silence (with which our sermon on Lamps started), 
might it not be observed, without seeming odd, but only 
rather moving, somehow like this?— 
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"Supper being finished (or at a suitable point in any 
other meeting of Toc H), one minute's Silence shall be 
kept by all present in proud and grateful remembrance of 
comrades who fell in the Great War. This shall be properly 
observed as follows: The whole company shall rise, and 
the Chairman, taking the Lamp in his hands, shall say— 


* "Those that grow not old’. 


“The company shall answer— 
“We will remember them’. 


“The Chairman's setting down the Lamp upon the table 
shall be the signal that the Silence is over." 


October 1922, Tubby, in the JOURNAL, announced‏ מ[ 
enthusiastic adoption of the idea and put forward a sug-‏ 
gested ceremony of initiation into membership.‏ 


The January 1923 JOURNAL introduces, besides the now 
familiar ceremony of "Light", a ceremony of “Grand 
Light”. (This, involving the carrying of lighted tapers by 
every member, had a vogue for some years but gradually 
died out.) 


In March 1923 an article entitled “Their Name Liveth", 
told how the Elder Brethren list of war dead was being 
compiled from researches by Miss Macfie and the League of 
Women Helpers among regimental casualty records, etc. 


A Warning Note 


That is how the Lamp came to be adopted as the symbol 
of Toc H, and with it the present ceremony of “Light” 
was devised. Perhaps it was taken up too ardently in some 
Branches, the emphasis on the Lamp and lamplighting 
being overdone. At any rate, the JouRNAL for May 1923 
contained a prophetic article by *R.C.T." on *Lampolatry". 


Here are extracts: 


“There is a growing impression in many circles that our 
Ceremonies of the Lamp are being unduly emphasised, to 
the detriment of the future of Toc H. The path by which we 
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trace the progress of decayed institutions lies thick with the 
ghosts of worn-out forms. When such an institution was 
in its early youth, someone probably said, ‘Let us have a 
Ceremony’. And everyone else answered ‘Let’s’. Of course, 
it was clearly understood that such a Ceremony was only 
the outward expression of the inner feeling, which, so long 
as the initiators of the scheme remained, was nothing less 
than the truth.... 


"The younger generation, full of omniscience and mis- 
guided zeal, hedge about the Ceremony with more regula- 
tions; busied with this they forget its inner meaning; 
decay sets in on the society, few set out on the society's 
work, and they all settle down to trade on the fading reputa- 
tions of past glories . . . Forty years on, will the Lamp mean 
what it means now? Or will it be a fetish used for that worst 
of all reasons, because it has been so in the past. It’s a 
horrid thought. but one that should not be shirked, that 
too much *Lamp-worship" now may mean a dignified 
impotence when Toc H reaches Chesterton's “early middle 
ages". 


“There are in every Toc H Branch two necessary adjuncts. 
The one is the Lamp. The other is the Jobmaster. The one 
is only an exposition of our aims, the other is an expression. 
The Jobmaster, rather than the Lamp, sums up our ideals; 
in him do we find the meaning of the Movement; his office 
is the point whence we organise the whole leaven that is to 
leaven the lump. The Lamp is only a symbol; he stands for 
reality." 


Don't say brown 


—« Hovis 


Elder Brethren 


ANDREWS.—On April 21, HAROLD MASGRAVE ANDREWS, 
aged 66, a member of Basingstoke Branch. Elected January 1924, 

Bricut.—On April 3, Ivan BRIGHT, aged 66, a member of 
Streatham Branch. Elected 24.6.'59. 

BRowN.—On May 12. LESLIE REGINALD ERNEST BURROUGH 
Brown, aged 58, a Western London Area member. Elected 14.11.56. 

CaAwLEY.—On April 7, Canon HERBERT CAWLEY, aged 84, a 
former member of Wem Branch. One time Staff Padre in Winnipeg 
and H.Q. Padre, Women's Association. Elected 30.3.22. 

CLAvrTON.—On May |, RicHARD HENRY CLAYTON, aged 71, 
a founder member of Blackburn Branch. Elected March 1924. 

CorrAM.—On May 15, the Rev. Major-General ALGERNON 
EDWARD COTTAM. C.B.. C.B.E., M.C., aged 70, a member of Bodiam 
Branch. Elected 24.9.54. 

ENGLAND.—In April, Captain Jonn R. ENGLAND, M.C., aged 
85, a member of Bath Branch. Elected 1.1.'22. 

EvaNs.—On May 10, Jacon Jonn Evans, aged 80, a member 
of Totnes Branch. Elected 23.4.48. 

ForsHaw.—On May 4, Jonn Forsuaw, aged 60, a member of 
Sunderland Branch. Elected 16.11.'34. 

HaARDbY.—On April 25, Jonn Harpy, aged 54, a member of 
Syston Branch. Elected 3.3.'60. 

Hocc.—On March 13, Ropney T. J. HooG, aged 65, a founder 
member of Ashford Branch. Elected 1.6.31. 

Jones.—In March, HERBERT MARSHALL JONES, à member of 
Denbigh Branch. Elected 22.5.'51. 

LockHART.—On February 17, JAMES LOCKHART. aged 57, a 
member of Charlton Branch. Elected 21.4.'54. 

MipGLey.—On May 10, ArTHUR C. MIDGLEY, aged 56, a 
member of Nottingham City Branch and Notts. & Derby Area 
Schools Correspondent. Elected 21.11.33. 

Perry.—On April 9, Percy GEORGE Perry, aged 69, a member 
ו‎ Branch and Pilot. South Essex (part-time). Elected 
.8.34. 


SmrrH.—On April 13, ARTHUR ERNEST SMITH, aged 56, a member 
of Doncaster Branch. Elected 1.1.29. 

SrEPHENS.—On May Il, RICHARD MARTIN STEPHENS, aged 54, 
a member of Callington Branch. Elected 6.1.'53. 

Swann.—On April 8. THomAs H. Swann, an East Midlands 
Area member. Elected 11.11.32. 

Sykes.—On October 9, CHRISTOPHER ROBIN SYKES, aged 26, a 
member of Dartford Branch. Elected 19.9.'56. 

Watson.—On April 16, THOMAS SYDNEY WATSON, aged 68, a 
member of Morecambe Branch. Elected 24.5.45. 

WittHew.—On May 18, Hanorp FREDERICK WILTHEW, aged 
42, a member of Palace Green Branch. Elected 9.5.'57. 

Woop.—On May 18, in Adelaide, RosERT K. Woop, Hon. 
Australian Commissioner, 1935-1946. 
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In Memoriam 


PERCY GEORGE PERRY 


Percys membership went back to the early days of Horn- 
church Branch, in the 1930's. He left Toc H for a while in order 
to give the whole of his spare time to youth work, and later 
on came back into Branch membership at Leigh-on-Sea. There 
he served as Chairman for three years, then as Jobmaster; 
and he was a regular helper at the Lulworth Court Home for the 
Disabled. 


Having done many years in public relations work as a railway- 
man Percy was well qualified to come on the Toc H Staff as 
part-time Pilot in South Essex in 1961, with a special responsi- 
bility for Extension. He knew what a lot of patience it often takes 
to get a new member and in spite of increasing ill-health (which 
he did not allow others to suspect) he was both patient and 
persistent right up until the end. His unfailing good humour and 
friendliness will be missed everywhere, especially at Basildon, 
where he did so much to build up Toc H. 


Our special sympathy goes out to Mrs. Perry in a loss which we 
all share. She and Percy had made all their plans to move to a 
country cottage, but it was not to 6. M.B.E. 


JOHN R. ENGLAND, M.C. 


A foundation member, whose friendship with Tubby began 
in the Old House, John England used his organising ability 
to recruit large numbers of Toc H Builders for his Branch—at 
one time as many as sixty were recorded. Since 1933, when he 
started this work, Captain England delighted to invite his friends 
to support Toc H and he went to considerable lengths to keep 
them in touch with the Branch. He personally distributed their 
monthly JouRNALS and even collected their subscriptions and 
then saw to it that Headquarters was kept up to scratch. 

In more recent years, JoURNAL readers will not have missed 
the annual notice of the enrolment of one after another of the 
Mayors of Bath as Toc H Builders. Captain England finally 
had fourteen successive Mayors on his list. This led to the 
suggestion that the Mayoral chain of office might in future 
include a replica of our Builders badge! This has not yet material- 
ised but it will be a continuing challenge to Bath Branch to sce 
that the invitation is extended to their first citizen each year in 
tribute to the enthusiasm and tenacity of John England. 

His poorer health and increasing blindness led to his retirement 
from business in 1961 and later from his hobby of collecting 
Builders. To the end he got friends to read and to write his 
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letters and he resorted to the telephone to keep the personal 
contacts it had been his joy to make and foster over the years, 
All Hallows, too, is the richer for his inauguration of the 
Good Neighbour Scheme which continues successfully to streng- 
then the Guild Church. K.A.R. 


ROBERT K. WOOD 


Let honour be paid from the ‘Old Country’ to the memory 
of Bob Wood, for he was one of the pioneers of Toc H in 
Australia and a leader for many ycars. His early experiences of 
Branch life in Adelaide led to his appointment as the first Hon. 
Commissioner in South Australia in 1934. Soon after then he 
was made Hon. Australian Commissioner, a post he held with 
unfailing devotion and energy throughout those difficult years 
until 1946. Our Annual Report said of him then: "Both before 
and during the war, Bob Wood's leadership never failed Toc H 
Australia, and the whole membership expressed its gratitude 
at the last Australian Conference." 

Bob was one of those the world calls ‘a successful business 
man'—in the kindest way. In building his own branch of 
commerce in Adelaide he was widely respected and by his own 
staff greatly beloved. He had many friends and it was a joy to 
see the happiness of his home-life. His personal share and pro- 
found faith in Toc H were maintained to the last. R.R.C. 


North Norfolk News 
Cromer Branch presenting a teak garden seat set up in 
North Lodge Park in memory of Bishop ‘Pat’ Leonard. 
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Automation and the 
Community 


ALBERT STURGEON 


TN THE MIDST of prosperity and industrial expansion 
1 nothing could have been designed more easily to shake 
one's confidence than the rapid rise in unemployment which 
we saw happen in the North-East about eighteen months 
ago. The shipyards, steelworks, and even the giant plastics 
industry which had always been regarded as gilt edged—all 
with modernisation schemes well under way or just com- 
pleted—started to run down their personnel. Certainly 
world competition was hotting up, but surely this could not 
be the only reason, and so we discovered on examination. 


Automation—the removal of drudgery from work—with 
us since about 1720 when it was applied to the opening and 
closing of valves in a beam engine, and quietly infiltrating 
into our lives ever since, had suddenly reared its ugly head. 
We all appreciate and enjoy the help of automation both in 
our homes, with washing machines, vacuum cleaners, floor 
polishers and thermostatic water heaters; and in our places 
of employment with pneumatic tools, mechanical diggers, 
electric drills, electric typewriters and calculators. But when 
we looked at this situation and saw hundreds of men being 
replaced by full automation where only a mere handful 
were needed to watch the controls and yet with a far greater 
potential output—this was indeed a serious situation. 


The outcome was a series of talks and discussions in 
Billingham Branch under the general heading "Automation 
and the Community", Speakers were not easy to find but 
finally this was accomplished and their efforts have been 
greatly appreciated. Each one must have carried out a vast 
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amount of research in order to produce the facts and figures 
which were introduced to us from this wide field. We have 
seen film of automation in use and heard something of its 
history, discussed problems of management, trades unions, 
educational needs, redundancy and the human and socia] 
implications of automation. 


By 1979 it is expected that all the major industries will be 
fully automated. This will undoubtedly mean some increase 
in the number of highly skilled jobs such as electronics 
engineers but work for the unskilled will be greatly reduced. 
It is interesting to note that the world population is in- 
creasing, so that by the year 2.000 it will have doubled, thus 
throwing a greater strain on the number of jobs available. 
Fortunately, with greatly increased production, more people 
will be needed for distribution and to operate public 
utilities, but even this will not be sufficient to ensure full 
employment and we will be faced with the choice of millions 
of unemployed or the sharing of jobs by instituting much 
shorter working hours. 


The changing pattern must mean a completely new way of 
life for most people, with long periods of leisure time and 
short periods of work. Up to now, most people in this 
country have had a very stable way of life with a regular 
working day earning sufficient money so that in the main 
they could pay for whatever was nceded to occupy their 
leisure time, but the situation will change when they have 
more leisure time than money to fill it and so in addition to 
continuous retraining to meet the new demands of work, 
they will also need to be educated to make use of their free 
time too. It is strange that most of us at some time or other 
have dreamt of winning the pools and thereafter not having 
10 work, but how different if this situation is forced upon 
us: after a short time life would begin to weigh heavily. 


It is only right that machines should be used in the 
service of man. Why should people anywhere in the world 
have to live and die in abject poverty when, with the aid of 
machines, all their needs can be met; but they can only be 
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used if some method can be found to share out fairly the 
material wealth of the world. No one will want to operate 
machines if the products from them cannot be sold or 
exchanged, so that it will be necessary to compensate those 
who are replaced by machines and who cannot, through no 
fault of their own, earn a living. Much of the output from 
our modern factories could be used to help the under- 
developed countries if only the barriers could be broken 
down so that all men could equally share in the benefits. 


I would ask that members of Toc H re-read the Four 
Points of the Compass and then study the tremendous 
problems that are involved in the development of Auto- 
mation. [f we needed a modern motive for the continued 
existence of our Movement this could be it. 


Thanks to Helen 


(OY JUNE 19 Helen Benbow, after fourteen years as Assis- 
X7 tant to the General Secretary, left the Headquarters 
staff to take up an appointment as Assistant to the Head 
of the Church of England Enquiry Centre. One of the first 
of the staff of the (then) Toc H League 
of Women Helpers and at one time 
their General Secretary, Helen played 
a leading part in the administration 
of Toc H War Services during World 
War If. It is thanks to Helen's un- 
rivalled ‘know how’ and her organising 
ability that the ‘channels’ in and out 
of Headquarters have been kept open 
and scores of Area Staff and Hon- 
orary Area and Divisional correspon- Helen Benbow. 
dents over the years have been kept in 

the picture and on the rails. Not to mention all the back- 
room work of many Festivals and Central Councils! Our 
thanks and our warm good wishes go with her. AKG 
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Holiday A’ Broads 


ROY SAVILL 


JUBILEE YEAR holiday that is the only one of its kind 
JAN in the country, laced with the spirit of adventure, and a 
chance to spread some other spirit around—the spirit of 
Toc H. What? Where? How? 


On the Jast remaining Norfolk Wherry, the sixty-six- 
year-old Albion, which, in company with nearly 300 similar 
flat-bottomed, broad-beamed sailing barges, once plied the 
entire navigable network of the Norfolk Broads and the 
communicating rivers, delivering the necessities of life to 
ihe remote villages of Broadland. Today the Wherry 
Albion, maintained in first-class trim, continues to sail the 
same waters, but as a holiday craft for hundreds of holiday- 
makers every year. 


For the summer of 1965 the Branches of the Broads 
District in Norfolk are wrapping up a scheme for the 
Albion to be made available for a “Toc H Four Weeks” 
from Saturday, June 26, and they need only fifteen or twenty 
chaps each week for the idea to be a complete success. 
The cost will be nine guineas each, a figure that will take 
care of food and every need on board from Saturday to 
Saturday. Sleeping is in safari-type camp beds and the 
wherry is in the capable hands of a real character of a 
skipper, Nat Bircham, who knows his craft and every inch 
of the Broads, and who will make a sailor out of every man 
aboard. 


Four separate itineraries are proposed. The first week’s 
cruise is likely to be from Wroxham to Great Yarmouth; 
the second week from Yarmouth to Oulton Broad; then 
back from Beccles to Yarmouth; finally, for the fourth week, 
returning from Yarmouth to Wroxham. Calls will be made 
at villages on the way for church services, social evenings, 
‘301 up’ at the local, cricket and so on, all with the co- 
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operation and help of the 
Broads District members, 
who will also undertake to 
get everyone back to the 
point of arrival at the end 
of the holiday. 


Apart from anything else, 
this is an incredibly cheap 
way of spending a holiday 
on the fascinating Norfolk 
Broads—in Toc H style to 
boot! Full particulars from 
Peter Talbot, 62 High St., 
Lowestoft. 


Eastern Daily Press Family parties seeking 
more normal cruises to 
coincide with those of the 
Albion should also apply to Peter, who will put them in 
touch with the hirers. 


The Wherry ‘‘Albion’’. 


Mark Well 


R. E. PETERS 


[3985 THE PAST seven months contributors, looking 
at Marks from different angles, have built up a 
documentary. 


One more item of news before I sum up what has been 
written. Two members have answered the challenge to 
become Honorary Wardens of Marks. One came knowing 
“practically nothing about life in a Mark". He found no 
Toc H members there, nor were there any when he had to 
leave four-and-a-half months later in order to meet urgent 
home commitments. His community of thirty young men 
during his short wardenship gave a fireworks display to a 
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children’s hospital, sent £5 to Oxfam, made up and distri- 
buted Christmas parcels to about thirty old folk, raised 
£4 12s. for Dr. Barnardo’s through a carol party, entertained 
twenty under-privileged children to tea and a pantomime. 
About £10 was paid out to charities from the accumulated 
Chapel fund. As a community in the house various jobs 
were done above the strict call of duty, if one might use the 
phrase. Bill Morrey had come from an active Branch and 
when he returned to it he felt privileged to take back with 
him some of the pleasant atmosphere of Mark life. 


I've referred to two members answering the challenge. 
You've read Tony Lee's ‘bird’s eye view’ of Prideaux 
House, and will know the effort that has to be made, not 
only by the Honorary Warden but by everyone, to develop 
life in a Mark. 


Where is your place in all this? The answer lies in part in 
Tony Waterfield's suggestions in the April JOURNAL, and 
in part, my own in the March issue. But please read again 
about Mark XVIII Expedition group (December), Marks- 
men at Dor Knap (February) and subsequent articles. 


Toc H has decided to decentralise the management of 
Marks and in the provinces local teams of management are 
being set up. Marks become an integral part of the Toc H 
movement, making their own specialised approach. Not 
for them the weekly natter about business. Marks are open 
for business every evening, the business of pulsating life. 


And now to sum up. As I've already written, Marks owe 
their existence to the Old House and the spiritual relation- 
ships formed there. Branches owe their existence to an 
expansion beyond the ability of the Marks to house all who 
wanted positively to share in these relationships. In Toc H 
we are all one spiritual body; in this we must speak for 
non-Christian members—and in the Marks for non- 
members. We have positive reasons for our beliefs and it 
is up to every one of us to overcome the difficulties of time 
and distance and apply our beliefs to help those on the job. 
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From Eros... 


NORMALLY enjoy reading the 

JOURNAL; but I have to ad- 
mit to being acutely distressed 
by a most unfortunate reference 
to my good self in your May 
issue. Under the heading “Social 
Evil”, Toc H's official organ 
made it quite clear that it 
considcred me to be the main 
cause of sexual promiscuity. 

I should like to remind you 
and your readers that I was 
erected in memory of Lord 
Shaftesbury, the great philan- 
thropist, because his friends and 
admirers could think of no more 
fitting tribute than to liken him 
to the god who stood and still 
stands for love of humanity. 

J appreciate that my resemb- 
lance to Cupid is misleading, but 
it is regrettable, to say the least, 
that Toc H which claims to 
stand for the brotherhood of 
man should have made such an 
ungracious allusion. 

I trust that you will print an 
apology—giving it the same 
prominence which you afforded 
your libellous comment—so that 
cordial relations can be resumed. 


Piccadilly Circus, Eros 
London, 
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OPEN 
HUSTINGS 


-readers letters 


iti 


. And a Retort 


T sre that my brother Eros 
is up to his tricks again. 
1] your readers will refer to the 
Encyclopedia Britannica they will 
See that he is very rightly 
described as the god of passion 
and fertility, whilst I, Anteros, 
am the god of mutual love and 
thus the opponent of Eros. 

To the best of my under- 
standing Toc H is concerned with 
my kind of mutual love. I could 
never understand how Eros got 
away with it in Piccadilly 
Circus, and I don't see why he 
should get away with it now in 
the columns of your excellent 
periodical. 

No fixed address. 


Mobile Action 


WAS DELIGHTED to read in the 

May JouRNAL of the success 
of Mobile Action. It seems to 
be the result of matching the 
modern mood of young people, 
with its emphasis on mobility, 
with the timeless challenge to 
action that is Toc H. Even 
greater cause for rejoicing lies 
in the fact that here is yet another 
method of presenting Toc H 
that is non-traditional, not bound 


ANTEROS 


by the form or formula of a 
meeting. These experimental 
forms make arguments about 
‘Light’ and the symbolism of 
the lamp quite irrelevant, for 
in them we have the essentials 
of Toc H without the traditional 
form. And they work! 

I would ask all older members 
to be continually on the lookout 
for ways of presenting the essence 
of Toc H in different form. The 
youth club, for instance, that 
looks to Toc H for a lead: the 
older boys in the Scout troop 
who need help in deciding how 
best they can serve the commu- 
nity; the group of Sixth Form 
boys filled with idealism to set 
to rights the naughty world in 
which they live—al] these are 
possible ground for the experi- 
mental forms of Toc H. All 
that they need are the insight 
and imagination of a good 
Jobmaster. 

GEORGE EUSTANCE 


West Kirby, Cheshire. 


Ball at our Feet 


F SHOULD LIKE to shake the hand 
l of Bill Capper for writing in 
the March JOURNAL. 

Three things stop Toc H 

moving. The first is Inertia, A 
definition would be “immobility 
for fear of making a mistake". 
Not my own Branch, I am happy 
to say—it began two units in less 
than six months! 
_ The second brake to Toc H 
is Mediocrity. Not of Toc H 
but of our playing it down to the 
blokes we meet. If we stop 
thinking big in all ways, we shall 
not be big. Any show that will 
not meet in comfortable and 
socially acceptable surroundings 
must be mediocre, so I agree with 
Bill Capper on lofts in back 
Streets being consigned to mental 
dustbins, 


The third brake is Looking for 
the Elixir of Life: that is, the 
continuing search for Youth 
to join Toc H. It is seldom that 
the under-twenty-ones will join. 
The joining age should be raised 
to twenty-one and any concentra- 
tion of effort to attract men 
should be directed away from 
schools to the man about to 
settle down or just married, 


Cheers from down under—off 
to help start another unit. 


JAMES WATSON 
Perth, W. Australia. 


‘Toc H Widows’ 


WRITE to you in desperation, 

please print my letter. We are 
a loving wife and baby living 
in a nice house and practically 
‘widowed’ by Toc H. What can 
we do? No job is too big for 
my husband to tackle in the 
name of Toc H, but no job at 
home is worth looking at. I 
tried to get interested in the 
Movement but my husband 
believes there is no place for 
women in Toc H and I was 
ridiculed by him in front of the 
other members when I helped 
at a function. 


Do other wives have this 
problem—and is this spirit of 
his the true Toc H spirit? Things 
are really desperate in our 
house, the atmosphere is dread- 
ful, any advice by other readers 
will be so gratefully received. 


I cannot put my name; my 
husband is quite well-known and 
I do not want to spoil anything 
in the Movement for him. 


London. ANON 


[We suggest that a letter in strict 
confidence to the Area Padre, 
the London Office, might help 
resolve this situation.—Eb.] 
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Box Benefit 


JOHN HOOPER 


(«EDT IS א‎ PROBLEM in the life of a new or reformed unit 
of Toc H when, although the new Branch has been 
launched, there is no immediate channel into which activities 
can immediately be directed and consequently initial impetus 
tends to get lost. 


It is at this point that in Truro we decided to follow in 
Falmouth's footsteps (who had followed Bodmin) and set up 
a magazine box, a drawing of which appears below. 


The various stages we had to go through were: 


(a) Apply to the local council for permission to have the 
box set up in a suitable local prominent place. 


(b) When permission had been granted, approval of design 
and size of the box had to be given by the local 
authority. 


(c) The box had to be made. 


(d) We had to organise a weekly rota from members for 
clearing the box. 


(e) A monthly working-party had to be arranged to sort out 
the magazines, throwing out the old and soiled ones and 
making up bundles for distribution. 


(f) Organisations such as hospitals, old folks’ homes, 
W.V.S., Meals on Wheels, who would like monthly 
distributions of magazines had to be contacted. 


(g) Finally the distribution of bundles of magazines had to 
be made. 
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In Truro we have been able to have the box placed outside 
the door of the lending department of the local public library, 
but a more prominent position on a public thoroughfare, say 
in the local shopping centre, is more desirable if permission 
can be obtained. 


= 


MAGAZINE 
BOX ., 
CLEA 
הו‎ 
Dis v D ETINGS 
To on? M oi OTHER 
ANd Or TUESDAY E 


PEARSONS OPE 3-0" 
7-30 PM. 


A simple design for a magazine box. It should 
be stoutly made, weatherproof, and attractively 
finished. 


Not only does the box assist in the carrying out of a 
worthwhile corporate job, but also brings the existence of 
the Toc H unit to the notice of the community and assists 


the growth of the group by advertising the time and place of 
meetings. 
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SCOTLAND 


East KILBRIDE is a new Branch in a completely modern, shiny 
satellite town which has been raised just out of range of the smoke 
of that ancient city on the River Clyde. And yet for all this newness, 
the old truths of Toc H are still to be found here. Recently two of 
their members spoke to the focal Townswomen’s Guild and told 
them of the origins of Toc H, its relevance to present problems and 
ils work with other associations such as Belra, with youth, through 
projects such as Loch Eil and the Clayton Voluntcers. This talk was 
illustrated with films made by Stonehouse Branch, one a project at a 
local children’s Home and the other of a joint undertaking with 
Largs Branch in the entertainment of orphan children at the sea 
coast. 


140150 Branch have made an offer to sponsor the building of a 
paddling pool for the children of their town. Not only are they 
prepared to raise the necessary financc to undertake this project 
but they are prepared themselves to give their services in producing 
this local amenity. 


The Scottish Council met again at Carronvale and it is pleasant to 
record that this year we had a larger attendance than for some years, 
some ninety members being present over the whole or part of the 
week-end. Our Guest Speaker was Mr. A. B. Wylic, M.B.E., Regional 
Planning Officer to the Scottish Development Department, who spoke 
on the development plan for Central Scotland and the effect that 
this plan would have on large numbers of people in Scotland in 
their day-to-day lives. The prepared questions covered a variety of 
interesting points, ranging from the problem of re-settlement in 
the new towns as they are built to the question of the type of house 
best suited to the needs of various members of the community in 
the new estates. We were pleased to have with us Alan Hill and two 
of his instructors from Loch Fil. REG STEWART 
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NORTH WESTERN 


Our warmest congratulations and good wishes go to ‘A.J.’ and 
Mrs. Stcars who celebrated their Golden Wedding on May 30, 
‘A.J! knew the Old House in 1915 and was one of the twenty who 
started Toc H in Liverpool after a visit by Tubby in 1919. Mrs. 
Stears is also a founder member of the Women’s Association in 
Liverpool. Their membership still continues actively and now also 
includes two sons and a grandson. Jack SHAW 


RU News 
Keighley Branch hands over a telephone trolley to the Victoria Hospital 
and Roy Dowse makes the first call. 


WEST MIDLANDS 


Three years ago ALVECHURCH Branch decided that simply giving 
the old folks parcels at Christmas and outings in the summer was 
not enough. When ald George, one of the over-seventies, fell down- 
stairs on his way to bed and lay for hours with a broken leg that 
settled it. A system of cards 10 be put in their windows when any 
of the old people needed help was begun. The W.V.S., Women's 
Institute, Darby and Joan and other organisations, and also regular 
callers like postmen, milkmen and newsagents were enlisted. Soon 
there was so much visiting to do that members could not find enough 
time for it. Some bright lad then said, "Why not give the first hour 
of our Branch meeting once a fortnight and go a-visiting instead ?" 
That was in October 1962 and they are still at it. First they went in 
pairs, like the disciples, or in their case, more like the animals into 
the Ark. Nowadays they find that they often have to go singly, to 
meet the demand, and there are still more they ought to visit. And 
what stories they can tell! Bert PYNE 
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Beckenham and Penge Advertiser 


This is how Coney Hall members gave their impersonation of 
the Beatles at Coney Hill School. 


LOCH EIL CENTRE 


Five young people who had attended a course run at the Loch 
Eil Centre visited Edinburgh Branch recently and gave their impres- 
sions and opinions gained by a stay at the Centre. Firstly, it was 
agreed that the Centre plays an immensely important part in Toc H, 
and would be a good way of encouraging course members to develop 
an interest in the Movement through contact with their local Branches. 
It was further agreed that unless a follow-up scheme was arranged 
the whole purpose of the Loch Eil Project was defeated, as it was 
felt that apart from participating in that peculiar brand of training. 
mentioned by Alan Hill in “Open Hustings'' in the April JOURNAL, 
a deeper theme, i.c. Toc H, should be put across to the students. 
This would not become a recruiting drive for the Movement. 


It was hoped that when the Centre was permanently established 
a comprchensive follow-up scheme would be introduced so as to 
allow these students, who would only 06 a certain percentage of the 
16-21 age group, to return to Loch Eil cither for a special course 
or to equip them as lcaders for other youth projects organised by the 
Schools Team at headquarters. Also they might prove useful in 
assisting the permanent staff at the Centre, throughout the season. 
As the late Colonel Elliot, in his article which appeared in the 
December 1963 JouRNAL declared, "Youth Will Serve". 


Jan B. STEWART 


255 


KENT & SUSSEX 


WESIERHAM Branch have acquired a roomy estate car which is 
doing all sorts of helpful trips in the village and are now giving 
regular shows with their film unit. BUCKLAND-IN-Dover Branch are 
something of specialists in their work among the handicapped and 
young offenders. In particular, they get help from some of the boys 
of the local Borstal, who did a grand job in renovating toys before 
distribution fast Christmas. In this way 276 children were given 
toys, apart from three large parcels sent to Children’s Homes. 


Some news from NOoRTHIAM about their Jubilee plans. On Saturday, 
June 19, 1965, the village will be ‘at home’ to many visitors. Descrip- 
tive brochures are being prepared; conducted tours will be arranged 
to places of interest and there will be an exhibition of local items, 
Jn the evening, there will be a ‘Musical Festival Service’ in the Parish 
Church with (it is hoped) help from well-known people. Wide 
publicity is being planned, including plans for radio and television, 
timed to start soon and build up gradually. 

CLIFFORD POLLARD 


EAST MIDLANDS 


At a joint meeting of SHELTHORPE and KNIGHTTHORPE Branches 
Len Mosley, an employee of the Gas Board, brought up the problem 
of people committing suicide, a fact which he had seen when it was 
too late. This was taken up by the Soar VALLEY District Team, who 
arranged for a member of the Nottingham Telephone Samaritans 
to talk to a District get-together on the running of their system. 
This was followed by officers of the District Team going to visit 
the Nottingham Headquarters for first hand information. A sub- 
committee was formed, but it was realised that a town of 37,000 
population could not possibly run a 24-hour telephone service. 


At this time the City of Leicester was forming a Telephone 
Samaritans Service and we were extremely fortunate to co-opt on to 
our sub-committee a very energetic and far-secing curate, the Rev. 
R. V. James, who spurred us on to greater efforts, also taking on 
most of the secretarial work and the job of being our observer at the 
Leicester meetings. 


We then called a meeting of about a hundred selected people, 
including doctors, clergy, social and welfare workers. The speaker 
was Canon Fever of Nottingham, and from this mecting a Steering 
Committee was formed. 


It was now decided that people needing help could phone either 
Leicester, Nottingham or Derby, and the information would be 
passed on immediately to Loughborough, where our own counsellors 
and befrienders would deal with people in need of help. We have 
excellent help from Nottingham in the selection and training of the 
people to be these Counsellors and Befrienders. 


With the co-operation of city and town it can be seen that Telephone 
Samaritans can be spread over a large area. 
T. CARTER 
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


RUGES, BELGIUM. Toc H parties and 
visitors to this lovely old city are offered 


dual 


good accommodation and excellent meals 


indivi- 


in a very 


friendly atmosphere at HOTEL JACOBS. Within casy 


reach of coast 
spoken, 


English 
brochure and 
Jacobs, 1 


JULY HOLIDAY for sunshine 

and long days at Normanhurst, 
the small friendly hote! in Britain's 
“Rest Climate" Best position on 
Promenade between Pier and Sun 
Lounge, facing South. Own beach hut 
opposite. Double/Twin-bedded rooms 
from 7 gns. cach person weekly, full 
board only. H. & C. Few vacancies 
early July/August. Booking for Aut- 
umn. Recommended by readers. 
NORMANHURST Private Hotel, Sea 
Front, St Leonards, Sussex. Phone— 
Hastings 4784. 


^NVELOPES. Good quality cream 

laid, 42x32, with Toc H crest 
on flap. 4s, per 100, direct from 
Toc H Publications Dept. 


OC H TIES in new design with 
miniature gold lamps on black 
ground, Current prices : 
All Rayon Rep Weave. 12/3 
Terylene . 0 5 14/9 
All Silk Rep Weave 17/41 
Club Stripe Pattern also available : 
Terylene . : . > . 10/6 
All Siik . . i (MES 13/11 
Plus postage, 6d. 
LAZER BADGES. new design 
with Lamp of Maintenance, or 
original design Ypres Coat of Arms: 


Hand-made, Silk and Wire. 47/6 
Muchinc made . . 5/0 
Plus postage, “3d. 


Direct from the Official Outfitters 


C. R. THOMPSON LTD. 


41 Railway Approach, London Bridge, 
London, 5.0.1! Phone HOP 2486 


terms 
Baliestraat, 


famed Cities of Art. 
Write for 
Hotel 


and other 
strongly recommended. 
lo Mr. Jules Lietaert, 
Bruges, Belgium. 


TË E 1964 Illustrated Catalogue of the 
Talisman range of General and Gift 
Stationery and 24 exclusive Christmas 
Card Selections and Autograph Cello- 
packs, unobtainable elsewhere, is avail- 
able free to voluntary organisations. 
Spccialisedfund-raisingservicesinclude 
Extended Credit facilities and approval 
parcels, You can sec, without obligation, 
before you order. Profits? Over 334% 
minimum, rising to over 50?5 on larger 
orders. TALISMAN GREETINGS 
LTD., la, Hyde Road, Paignton. 


TAMPS. Gifts of Foreign Stamps 

and Great Britain (4d. values and 
over) arc always welcomed by 
Charles Wake. Please note change of 
address. Charles Wake, 70 Leyburn 
Grove, Paignton, Devon. 


שא אנ אאא א א א א א 
Toc H and BELRA‏ 


GARDEN FETE 
SATURDAY, JULY 18 


2.30 p.m. 


THE HOLME 
BEDFORD COLLEGE, 
REGENTS PARK, N.W.I. 


To be opened by His Worship the 
Mayor of St. Marylebone, Councillor 
Derek Simon, J.P, 

Tickets, price Is. Od. available from 
Toc H Mark VII, I5 Fitzroy Sq., \ 
8 Portman Sircet, W.I and at the gate. 
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